The story so far in R&D.
Human diseases are a significant cause of suffering and mortality and lead to a consequential need for effective therapies. The need for therapy is as old as human history itself. Therapy has progressed from an age of administration of herbal remedies and organ extracts to an era of serendipitous drug discovery, when the pharmaceutical industry was born, to the dominance of medicinal chemistry and more recently, to the revolutionary advances--genetic engineering and monoclonal antibody technology, high-speed technologies, gene therapy and the deciphering of the human genome--which promise the discovery of completely new targets for new medicines as well as the great potential of personalized therapy.